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Overview 

As part of its Space Programme, the EU operates the Galileo satellite navigation system and 
the European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service (EGNOS). Galileo is a high-precision 
navigation programme, while EGNOS improves the positional accuracy of the Global Naviga-
tion Satellite System (GNSS) in Europe.   

At the beginning of 2014, Switzerland and the EU signed an open-ended GNSS Cooperation 
Agreement governing Switzerland’s participation in Galileo and EGNOS. The agreement allows 
Switzerland to participate in the European Union Agency for the Space Programme (EUSPA). 
Participation in EUSPA is also an EU requirement for access to Galileo’s highly secure Public 
Regulated Service (PRS), which is accessible only to state-authorised users and is therefore 
crucial for authorities or organisations with enhanced security requirements (e.g. emergency 
services, intelligence services, armed forces and border protection). 

However, the conditions for participation in EUSPA and access to PRS must be set out in two 
separate additional agreements, the EUSPA Agreement and the PRS Agreement (which is to 
be negotiated at a later date). These will fully govern Switzerland’s participation in Galileo and 
EGNOS. 

EUSPA, based in Prague, plays a significant role within the EU Space Programme. As the 
operational agency for all components of the programme, it helps to run the Space Programme, 
ensures security accreditation for its components and develops marketable downstream appli-
cations that provide reliable, secure and protected space-based services. 

 

Key elements 

The EUSPA Agreement allows Switzerland to participate in EUSPA activities relating to the 
Galileo and EGNOS components. Access to other components of the EU Space Programme 
may be added in future. The agreement entitles Switzerland to sit on the Administrative Board 
and the Security Accreditation Board – but without any voting rights, as these are reserved for 
EU member states. It also allows Swiss citizens to work at EUSPA as temporary staff or as 
seconded national experts. 

The agreement strengthens Switzerland’s strategic involvement in the Galileo and EGNOS 
components of the EU Space Programme and enables it to play an active role in shaping and 
developing these programmes. 

 

Implementation in Switzerland 

The EUSPA Agreement will enter into force when it is ratified as part of the Switzerland-EU 
package. Provisional application of the agreement will be possible from 1 January 2026 if it is 
signed before 1 July 2026. If the agreement is signed after 30 June 2026, provisional applica-
tion will be possible from 1 January of the following year. No implementing legislation is re-
quired.  
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Importance for Switzerland 

The EUSPA Agreement strengthens cooperation between Switzerland and the EU in the stra-
tegic field of space. Participation in EUSPA will complement the GNSS Cooperation Agreement 
and secure Switzerland’s investment in the EU infrastructure projects Galileo and EGNOS over 
the long term. It will also give Switzerland access to relevant information on the operation and 
further development of EU space programmes.  

Under the GNSS Cooperation Agreement, Switzerland already participates in many of the tasks 
delegated to the agency, but does not have access to the in-depth information provided to the 
Administrative Board and the Security Accreditation Authority. 

Galileo and EGNOS will soon undergo important developments, such as introducing authenti-
cation services and launching PRS. EUSPA is heavily involved in many of these strategic de-
cisions. Rapid accession to EUSPA would be beneficial for Switzerland, as it would strengthen 
its position in the GNSS sector and enable it to access PRS as quickly as possible. 

Non-participation in EUSPA would have major consequences for Switzerland. Negotiations on 
access to the PRS are linked by the EU to participation in the EUSPA. From a security policy 
perspective, access to PRS is of particular interest to Switzerland. PRS is a service that will be 
accessible only to state-authorised users. It is especially suited to authorities and organisations 
with enhanced security requirements, such as emergency services, armed forces, border pro-
tection and intelligence services. PRS is extremely robust and fully encrypted to ensure service 
continuity during national emergencies and crisis situations. 

 

Abbreviations 
EUSPA European Union Agency for the Space Programme 
PRS  Public Regulated Service 
GNSS  Global Navigation Satellite System 
EGNOS European Geostationary Navigation Overlay Service 
 
 

Specifically 

▪ Stronger cooperation in the strategic field of space: Participation in EUSPA will com-
plement the GNSS Cooperation Agreement and secure Switzerland’s investment in the EU 
infrastructure projects Galileo and EGNOS over the long term. Galileo and EGNOS are 
European satellite navigation programmes that will ensure independence from the USA’s 
GPS and Russia’s GLONASS. The navigation service EGNOS uses a combination of sat-
ellite systems and a ground network. Under the GNSS Cooperation Agreement, Switzer-
land therefore has access to high-precision satellite navigation technology that is transform-
ing key sectors, such as road transport and mountain safety. 

▪ Secure navigation system: Switzerland must participate in EUSPA before it can begin 
negotiating an agreement on access to PRS. PRS is a highly secure encrypted navigation 
system reserved for authorised users (such as armed forces, fire departments, ambulances, 
rescue services, police forces, border protection and civil protection). The service is guar-
anteed to remain operational, resilient and robust even when satellite access is compro-
mised – for example, due to malicious interference. It will enable Switzerland to respond 
swiftly and reliably to emergency situations. Protecting signals against manipulation and 
disruption is becoming increasingly important in times of geopolitical uncertainty. EUSPA is 
heavily involved in many of these strategic decisions. 

 


