
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

With a budget of CHF 1.302 billion over ten years (until 

3 December 2029), the Second Swiss Contribution co-

finances programmes in 13 EU partner countries with 

the aim of contributing to the reduction of social and 

economic disparities in Europe and strengthening 

bilateral relations. The partner countries hold primary 

responsibility for the programmes’ development and 

implementation and contribute 15% of each 

programme’s budget from their own resources. 

 

 

Collaborative initiatives involving Swiss and partner 
country actors are financed in BASIC RESEARCH, 
APPLIED RESEARCH and INNOVATION, and 
RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES*.  

For example, in collaboration with Swiss partners:  

✓ (research infrastructures) the Czech research centre 

ELI Beamlines, which operates some of the world’s most 

powerful lasers, is working on advanced detectors and 

diagnostic tools for more precise laser-based 

experiments and future breakthroughs; 

✓ (applied research and innovation) the Technological 

Institute of Riga is developing sustainable road 

pavement and concrete solutions aimed at extending 

asphalt lifespan and reducing carbon emissions. 

✓  (basic research), research Teams from Switzerland, 

Romania, and Bulgaria are collaborating  to better 

understand how avalanches behave over time and 

interact with forests under changing climatic conditions, 

improving risk mapping and protection measures.   

 

 

Key Areas of Support 

7 Partner Countries 106 Mio. CHF 

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION 

Switzerland is recognized as one of the most innovative 

countries in the world and has a very strong research 

and innovation sector. Thanks to Switzerland’s 

reputation for excellence, several partner countries have 

expressed interest in collaborating in the field of 

research and innovation, one of the thirteen priority 

areas of support under the Second Swiss Contribution. 

The funded initiatives have been selected in the 

framework of dedicated Calls for proposals. 

Background 

*Research infrastructures are facilities, resources and services that 

enable researchers to conduct their research. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All research initiatives supported by the Swiss  
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The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation SDC, the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO, and the State Secretariat 

for Migration SEM are the responsible federal offices for the implementation of the Swiss Contribution. The State Secretariat for 

Education, Research and Innovation (SERI) plays a supportive role in its areas of expertise. 

 

• Researchers’ careers, skills, and international networks will have been advanced, enabling them to better tackle societal, 

economic, and environmental challenges; 

• Scientific knowledge, research capacities, and innovation in the participating countries will have been strengthened, 

including through collaboration between private companies;  

• Partner countries will be better integrated into, and have a stronger standing within, the European Research and Innovation 

area; and 

• Long-term partnerships between the participating researchers and institutions will have been established and consolidated, 

contributing to stronger bilateral relations between Switzerland and the partner countries. 

Upon completion of the supported initiatives: 

Swissness

All research initiatives supported by the Swiss Contribution 

involve Swiss actors. Many research institutions participate 

directly, with their researchers contributing to collaborative 

projects that span multiple disciplines. These include leading 

institutions such as the Swiss Federal Institutes of 

Technology (ETH Zürich, EPFL Lausanne), the Universities 

of Geneva, Fribourg, and Basel, as well as the University of 

Applied Sciences and Arts of Southern Switzerland, to name 

just a few. Through these engagements, Swiss researchers 

both contribute to and benefit from international collaboration, 

fostering knowledge exchange and scientific advancement. 

The Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI) plays a central role in 

initiatives related to large-scale research infrastructures, 

providing critical knowledge and support. Other Swiss 

research institutions also contribute to strenghtening 

infrastructures in their respective fields. 

 

Examples include the Swiss Biobanking Platform, which 

advances biobanking and biomedical research, the Swiss 

Federal Laboratories for Materials Science and Technology 

(EMPA), which drives innovation in materials science and 

engineering, and the Swiss Foundation for Social Science 

Research (FORS), which contributes to social science data 

collection and analyses. In the realm of applied research, over 

twenty Swiss enterprises are working closely with Polish 

companies, developing innovations across diverse sectors. 

These partnerships not only foster technological advancement 

and knowledge transfer but also create opportunities for Swiss 

companies to expand their international footprint. 

The Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) and Innosuisse 

are key institutional Partners for the Programmes in the area of 

Research and Innovation.  

Over 120 partnerships have been established  

between Swiss and partner country actors in  

research and innovation projects. 

 

Partnerships 

Click here! 

https://www.europa.eda.admin.ch/en/second-swiss-contribution

